
 

A creation of the Industrial Emissions Directive. The European Innovation Centre 
for Industrial Transformation and Emissions (INCITE), launched mid-2024 in the 
European Commission's Joint Research Centre in Sevilla, is a key element of the 
Industrial Emissions Directive (IED), the main EU instrument regulating pollutant 
emissions from industrial installations.  

A central point of reference for innovative clean technologies. INCITE's mandate 
is to become the EU's central point of reference for identifying and evaluating the 
environmental performance of innovative industrial techniques in Europe and 
beyond for decarbonisation, depollution, or for increasing resource efficiency (e.g. 
water and energy efficiency) and circularity. 

In a nutshell: what is the role of INCITE? 

Scan the horizon for innovative technologies. The scientists working for INCITE 
gather worldwide information on innovative clean industrial technologies. INCITE's 
initial focus is on energy intensive industries and will later expand its activities to 
encompass all industrial sectors covered by the Industrial Emissions Directive. 

Assess their potential with the industrial and innovation ecosystem. Together 
with innovators, industry, academia, solutions providers and investors, INCITE 
scientists assess the degree of maturity and environmental performance of 
innovative techniques in full transparency.  

Remove informational barriers to facilitate permitting and unlock investments. 
INCITE's mandate is to contribute to removing information barriers for public and 
private investors in industrial transformation. It also supports frontrunners through 
flexible permitting rules that make industrial frontrunners' lives easier. 

What is INCITE delivering? 

A 360° assessment of technologies. INCITE provides holistic assessments of the 
environmental performance and the economic viability of innovative technologies for 
industrial transformation taking into account decarbonisation, energy and resource 
efficiency, circularity and the safe use of chemicals. 

A focus on high Technology Readiness Levels, i.e. above of 6 to 7. Techniques 
analysed by INCITE shall be at least at a level of technological maturity that has been 
demonstrated in an industrial environment or system prototype demonstration in an 
operational environment (i.e. TRL 6-7). Techniques linked to First-Of-A-Kind and/or 
demonstration installations, or very close to being implemented at full scale, are 
particularly relevant for INCITE. 

https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/industrial-emissions-and-safety/industrial-and-livestock-rearing-emissions-directive-ied-20_en


 

 

A secure platform. INCITE has set up a global and publicly available information 
platform to enable the collection of a continuous stream of information on 
innovative techniques. Any confidential business information or sensitive 
information remains accessible only to the INCITE team. No such information will 
be shown in the publicly available INCITE information platform. 

Site visits to assess technologies on the ground. INCITE performs site visits to 
selected First-Of-A-Kind installations plants to gather information on technological 
advances and potential barriers to implementation / permitting. Industrial 
associations and Member States representatives are invited to those visits.  

Sectoral technology assessment workshops. INCITE organises sectoral 
workshops involving industry, Member State competent authorities, research and 
technology organisations, environmental NGOs, relevant Commission DGs (e.g. 
ENV, RTD, CLIMA, GROW, ENER) to gather information on the environmental 
performance and economic aspects of relevant innovative techniques. To date, two 
workshops, dedicated to technological transition pathways for the iron and steel 
and the Cement, lime and magnesium oxide sectors  took place in Sevilla in 2025. 

An annual report to support Member States with permitting and inform funding. 
INCITE will publish its recommendations in a high-level JRC technical report (first 
edition for end 2025-early 2026). The aim will be to ease the administrative burden 
for Member States related to permitting of installations, help direct national and/or 
EU funding towards the most promising technologies and facilitate the verification 
process carried out by public or private investors during the industrial transition. 

 

INCITE, a technological compass for the Clean 
Industrial Deal 

INCITE will accelerate the competitive transformation of EU industry. It aims to: 

Act as a Technological Compass for industry, innovators, 
investors and public authorities 

INCITE's ambition is chart with industry, innovators, investors and public authorities a 
faster technological innovation path towards depollution, decarbonisation, resource 
efficiency and circular economy. 

Promote innovation successes 

INCITE will also help promote success stories for cutting-edge clean technologies 
financed by EU programmes and funds and identify opportunities for joint projects. 

Provide information to steer investment decisions 

INCITE's technical reports will provide invaluable insights to financial institutions and 
investors for taking investment decisions. 

 
More information : 
European Innovation Centre for Industrial Transformation and Emissions | INCITE 
Joint Research Center, Sevilla, JRC B5. Contact: Serge Roudier 

https://innovation-centre-for-industrial-transformation.ec.europa.eu/

